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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A latch assembly, comprising: 
an engagement member having an aperture formed therein; and 

a locking member having an axis, a first portion of the locking member configured to 
extend through the aperture in a direction parallel to the axis, the locking member being movable 
axially between a first position wherein the locking member engages the engagement member so 
as to restrict rotation of the locking member about the axis, and a second position wherein the 
locking member is free to rotate about the axis relative to the engagement member, the fust 
portion of the locking member including a first groove fanned on an end of the first portion that 
extends through the aperture, and the as sembly further includes a positive lock member 
removably biased inro the groove to provide a fixed first position and removable from the groove 
to define the second position . 

2. (original) The assembly of claim 1 , wherein moving to the first position 
includes pulling the locking member away from the engagement member. 

3. (original) The assembly of claim 1, wherein moving to the second position 
includes pushing the locking member toward the engagement member. 

4. (original) The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the engagement member is an 
escutcheon plate. 

5 . (currently amended) The assembly of claim 1 > wherein the fest portion of the 
l ooking member includoG a first groove formed on an ond thereof that extends through the 
apprfiir a -tnd thr» nrr^mhly fiirthor i nclud e s - a extends around a circumference of the first locking 
portion, and the positive lock member g emovoably biased into tho groove to provid e a fixed first 
position and removable from the groovo to defino tho second position slides within the groove 
when the locking member rotates about the axis . 

2 

PAGE 3f10 ^ RCVD AT 6Q1/2005 4:S6:17 PM [Eastern OayfigM Time] * SVRiUSPTOEFXRF-IA * DN1S:8729308 s CSB>:6123329081 * DURATION (mnHSS):03-20 



JUN-21-05 15:59 FROM-Merchant & Gould 



6123329081 



T-987 P. 004/010 F-585 



6. (original) The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the first portion of the locking 
member includes a retaining groove formed on an end thereof that extends through the aperture, 
and the assembly further includes a retaining clip configured to mount to the retaining groove to 
retain the locking member in the aperture. 

7. (currently amended) The assembly of claim [[5]] 1, further comprising a bushing 
having a slot, the bushing being configured for positioning between the aperture and the locking 
member J jvherein and the slot is aligned with the first groove to provide access for the positive 
locking member into the first groove. 

8. (original) The assembly of claim 1, further comprising a bushing positioned 
between the locking member and the engagement member, and the locking member includes a 
locking tab that engages the bushing to prevent rotation of the bushing about the axis. 

9. (original) The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the locking member includes a 
handle that extends in a direction perpendicular to the axis- 

1 0. (original) The assembly of claim 1 , further comprising a li ve bolt assembly 
and a spindle coupled to the live bolt assembly and the locking member, whereby rotation of the 
locking member about the axis actuates the live bolt. 

U. (original) The assembly of claim 10, further comprising a handle assembly 
separate from the locking member, wherein the spindle is further coupled to the handle assembly. 

12. (original) The assembly of claim 1 , configured for use with a storm door. 

13. (currently amended) A handle assembly, comprising: 

a generally cylindrical shank having an axis and a locki ng feature: 

an engagement member including a generally cylindrical bore that extends through the 

engagement member, the bore being configured to permit the locking feature of the shank to pass 

through the engagement member, 
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a spindle operable by the shan k, wherein a portion of the spindle passes through thq frore; 

and 

a live bolt assembly engaged by the spindle so as to be actuated by the spindle; 

wherein the shank is movable in a direction parallel to the axis between a first position 
wherein the indciTi g feature of the shank engages the engagement member so as to prohibit the 
shank from rotating about the axis, and a second position wherein the locking feature of the 
shank i s positioned out side of the bore and free to rotate about the axis relative to the 
engagement member. 

14. (original) The assembly of claim 1 3, wherein movement between the first 
and second positions includes pushing the shank along the axis towards the engagement member, 
and movement between the second and first positions includes pulling the shank along the axis 
away from the engagement member. 

1 5 . (original) The assembly of claim 1 3 , further comprising a handle secured to 
the shank and extending in a direction perpendicular to the axis. 

16. (original) The assembly of claim 13, wherein the engagement member is an 
escutcheon plate. 

1 7. (currently amended) A method of locking a latch assembly, the latch assembly 
including a locking member and an engagement member having defining an aperture sized to 
receive the locking member, the locking member including a shank and a locking protrusion 
extending radially from the sh ank, the locking member being rotatable relative to the 
engagement member about an axis extending through the aperture, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

moving the locking member in a first direction along the axis into a first position relative 
to the engagement member wherein the locking memb e r protrusion engages the engagement 
member to prohibit rotation of the locking member about the axis; and 

moving the locking member in a second direction along the axis into a second position 
relative to the engagement member wherein the locking memb e r protrusion is removed from the 
engagement member and is free to rotate about the axis. 
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18. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein moving in the first direction 
includes pulling the locking member away from the engagement member. 

19. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein moving in the second direction 
includes pushing the locking member toward the engagement member. 

20. (currently amended) A door assembly, comprising: 

a door having first and second opposed primary surfaces and a bore formed between the 
first and second primary surfaces; and 

a latch assembly mounted to the first primary surface of the door adjacent to the bore, the 

latch assembly comprising: 

an engagement member having an aperture formed therein that extends between 
opposing p ^mn rv surfaces of the engagement member, and 

a locking member having an axis, a portion of the locking member - ^cylindrical 
ghank portion configured to extend through the aperture in a diroctionparalloi to the axis anda 
locking feature formed on the shank portion, the locking member being movable between a first 
position wherein the locking memb e r feature is pos itioned within the aperture and engages the 
engagement member so as to restrict rotation of the locking member about the axis, and a second 
position wherein the locking member feature is positioned outs ide of the aperture and disengaged 
from the engagement member so as to provide unrestricted rotation o f the locking member i&#ee 
to rotate about tho oxis relative to the engagement member. 

21 . (original) The assembly of claim 20, wherein the latch assembly further 
comprises a spindle and a live bolt assembly, the live bolt assembly and the locking member 
being engaged by the spindle such that rotation of the locking member about the axis actuates the 
live bolt assembly. 

22. (previously presented)The assembly of claim 21 , wherein the latch assembly 
further comprises a handle assembly mounted to the second primary surface of the door adjacent 
to the bore, and the locking member and the handle assembly are engaged by the spindle through 
the bore. 
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23. (original) The assembly of claim 20, wherein the locking member further 
includes a handle extending in a direction perpendicular to the axis. 

24. (currently amended) A locking handle configured to lock relative to an 
engagement member by pulling the handle in a first direction relative to the engagement member 
to engage a first portion of the handle with the engagement member, and unlocks relative to the 
engagement member bv pushing the handle in a second directio n relative to the engagement 
member that is opposite the first direction to disengage the first portion of the handle from the 
engagement member, wherein the handle locks and unlocks relative to the engagement member 
without rotating the handle about an axis parallel to the first feaatieft and second directions, 
wherein a positive lock member engages the handle to retain the locking handle in the locked and 
unlocked positions, the positive lock member beinp movable in a direction perpendicular to the 
first and second directions . 

25. (previously presented)The handle of claim 24, wherein the handle includes a 
second portion secured to and extending in a generally perpendicular direction from the first 
portion and being rotatable about the axis. 

26. (original) The handle of claim 24, wherein the first direction is a direction 
extending away from the engagement member and the second direction is a direction extending 
toward the engagement member. 

27. (original) The handle of claim 24, wherein movement between the first and 
second positions does not require rotation of the handle about the axis. 
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